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ren, The reproaches of them that reproaches thee, fell on ine. 
For what ſoever things were written aforerine, re. 
written for our learning, that we through ee 2 
comfort of the ſeri prures might haue ho Phe Ss 
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| Be he therefore follovers of Ged, as deer children ; an 
wall in love, as Chriſt alſo hath loved us, and hath given 
"| | himſelf for us, an offering and « ſacrifice to Gd 1d for 
9 ſweer-ſmelling ſavour, 
Heb. X. 24. 
And. let us conſider one another to Fovoke unte love 
* and to good works. 
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Fleſe. following Notes were preach'd about © 
| 17 Tears fince, and taken in Short- Hand; 
the Importunities of ſome, to whom the Author of 
em owes the greateſt Services, have prevail d to 
let them become Publick, in hopes ( notwithſtand- 
ing the Tnacuracies of the Dreſs) they may be o 


fe to the Churches of Chriſt : That they may be 
ſo, is the earneſt Defire of | * 


| The leaſt of Chriſt's Miniſters, 
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Galakians VI. I. 


Bretberen, if any man. be overtaken in a Fault, you 
that are ſpiritual, reſtore ſuch an one in the 
Spirit of Meekneſs ; conſidering thy ſelf, leſt * 

thou alſo be tempted. | 


- Ffences will come, ſaith our Lord, but 
Woe to them by whom the Offence 
cometh ; And our own Experience tells 

* us, there is nothing more ordinary, 
than for others Corruptions to draw out ours; än- 
ſtead of drawing out the contrary Graces, Where- 
by we might honour God, and our Profeſſion, 
Another's Paſſion too often draws out ours; it's no 


eaſie matier to direct our Carriage right in. a matter 


of Offence, whether it be of thoſe within Or with- 


out. The Apoſtle had ſpecial Reaſon to make this 
Obſervation among theſe Galatians, who, as they 


carried very unbecomingly towards him, ſo they 
walked very: diſorderly one towards another; and 


no wonder, for they had turned from the Simplicity 
of the Goſpel; and na marvel, conſidering how apt 


we are, when others fail in their Duty, ſecretly to 
thank God, that we are not ſuch, and to be ſecret- 


ly lifted pp, inſtead of, mourning for other's Sins, 
as we ſhou'd, 1 Cor. 5. 2. And there is a worſe 
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Evil than this, which we are too prone to, and that 
is, A ſecret Rejoycing in other's Iniquities; and this 


is too common, and the Apoſtle had to do in ſome 


ſuch Caſes as theſe, as appears by theſe Words in 


the Text; for in the laſt Verſe of the foregoing Chap- 
ter, Let us not be deſirous of vain Glory, provoking one 
another, envying one another. Altho' a Man be over- 
taken in a Fauk, yet e us take heed of rhar which 
is deſtructive to Charity, as well as that which is o 

poſite to Humility; but to carry it humbly and af- 
fectionately, whatever others do. Luther begun 
the Coherence here, Do not envy one another, 
but pray one for another, and eſpecially you that 
are Spiritual in your Relations, there muſt be ſome 


to pity and bear with others, and this is genuine, 


and natural The Words contain, 


I. An Affectionate Compellation, however they 


might carry towards this Apoſtle, he doth own the 


Relation to them, and calls them Brethren, and this 
carries Charms of Love in it; many Obligations; 
as if he ſhould ſay, If you do not bear with others, 
who ſhould? This is the Argument he makes uſe of 


in the Compellation ; the ſame which Abraham 


makes uſe of, Gen. 13. 8. Let there be no ſtrife, for 
we are Brethren ;* do what thou wilt; an excellent 
. Frame. We muſt ſometimes be willing to quit our 


Right, for the Honour of our Profeſſion; and fo 
thoſe Two Hebrews who were at ſtrife, Exod. 2. 13. 


II. Here's a Caſe which is ſuppos'd, If any Man 


be overtaken ; and he directs their Practice in this 
Caſe as if he ſhould have ſaid, Suppoſe one ſhou'd 
be overtaken and ſuddenly ſurpris'd in a Fault; and 


this is no Wonder, ſeeing we have fo much Cor- 
ruption within, and ſo many Temptations without, 
this Caſe is ſuppoſable enough: It a Man be over- 
taken in a Fault; he does not ſay, Suppoſe a young 
Chriſtian, but a Man, one that is a nmre grown 
Chritian, or any of you; he ſpeaks of the : 

| = neſs 


to their Offending Brethren. © 5 © 
neſs of it, Let him that ſtandi take beed leſt he 68 ; he 
ſpeaks to them to awaken every ones Jealoukie ; ſup- - 
poſe thou, and thou, and every one ſhould be ſo. k 
2. The Specialty of this Caſe; « Perſon may not 
only have Failings, but be overtaken with a Fault. 
that is, he does not overtake it; the righteous fall 
ſeven times, and rifeth again, Prov. 24. 15. 
Heere we may obſerve, that the Faults of Chriſti- 
ans are ſuch as they are overtaken With; the wick- 
ked deviſe Miſchief on their Beds, but it is not ſo 
with the truly Godly, they areſurpris'd into em, or 
with 'em; as in the Caſe of Peter, altho he was 
ſurpris'd, and ſuddenly overtaken, more then once, 
yet he wanted not Love to Chriſt, but his Fears over- 
came him, and his natural Forwardneſs did prove 
a great Hindrance to him, he had ſpoken a great 
deal more than was meet, yet after our Lord look d 
upon him, he went out and wept bitterly. 
III. We have the Perſons ſpoken to here deſcrib'd, 
You that are ſpiritual; in which he ſhews what they 
ſhou'd be; and this the Apoſtle does by a ſweet In- 
linuation, I rather think it is ſpoken by way of Em- 
phaſis, Tou have more Knowledg and more Expe- 


rience than they, and are more ſpiritual, therefore 


you ought to pity them; ſome are ſaid to be carnal 
comparatively as thoſe, 1 Cor. 3. 1. I cou'd not ſpeak * 
unto you Brethren as unto ſpiritual Men, but as unto 
carnal; fo you who are better acquainted with 
Satans Devices, and do know more of the Will and 
Mind of God, having had Experience of theſe things, 
ſhould help to reſtore them that thro' Infirmity _ 
arr raſh, PE | 1 
IV. We have the Special Duty they are dire- 
cted unto, and that js to reftore them; the Word in 
the Original is ſ e bhm in joint, be the Boneſetter, and 
put him into a better Frame of Spirit, take pains with 
ſuch, and exereiſe Patience, lend him yqbr helping 
Hand, take care of him with all Tenderneſs, to endea- 
vour to bring him back again. And how mull this 
t A 3 ; be 
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be done? Not with à rough and fierce. Spirit, but 
with all Tenderneſs and Compaſſion, according to the 
Mee bneſs that is in Cbriſt; look how our Lord wou'd. 
carry in ſuch a Caſe, even ſo muſt we; even · with 
a gentle Hand, and thereby we ſhall overcome their 
Evil with our Good; when as on the contrary, our 
Strife will ſtir up their Contention; as for inſtance, 
When we have to do with others Paſſions, we are 
ready to let fly in the ſame manner, and think 
thereby to mend the Matter, and we do but the 
more inflame them; but Oh that this: Grace of 
Meekneſs did more abound among; Chriſtians, with 
Love and forbearing one another, and forgiving. as 
God for Chriſt's ſake hath forgiven us; Shou'd we 
not reckon that Man a Fool, that wou'd go about 
to cure the Tooth ach by cutting off the Head? Ard 
ſo it is in this Caſe, if we fall into Paſſion upon 
the Paſſions of others. We ſhou'd go and endea- 
vour to cool our Spirits in Prayer to God; we 
have this Meekneſs oppoſed here to thoſe ſeverer 
Means, that ſometimes may be made uſe of in the 
Church, in ſome Caſes. And then here's the Mo- 
tive, conſidering thy ſelf leſt thou alſo be tempted; 
make but the Caſe thy own. How ſevere was 
Fadah againſt Tamar, until he ſaw the Staff and 
_— ; therefore conſider thy ſelf who thou art, 
even one liable to Temptation; may be thou haſt 
not thoſe ſtrong Paſſions, as ſome others have ; or 
it may be thou canſt bridle them; but may not 
thou be tempred in another kind; and therefore re- 
member, that thou ſtands by that Grace, that hath 
made all the Difference betwixt thee, and the worſt 
of Sinners; and therefore upon this Conſideration 
thou ſhou'dſtdoto others as thou way'd be done unto, 
2nd judge of another as thou wou'd bejudg'd thy felf ; 
by making his Caſe thy own, we make a right Judg- 
ment; Matt. 7. 1. Judge not, ſaith our Lord, that 
you be not judged, for with what Meaſure you mete, &c. 
this is ſpoken againſt raſh Judging and Cenſuring 
one 
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to their Offending Brethren. TEE 7 . G 1 5 
one another; thou haſt Faults of thy own, and how 52M 
wou'dfi thou take it to be judged by others, as thou 2 . | 

vou'd judge them? Therefore, firſt look at home, 4 


and conſult thy own Temptations, and thy many 
Infirmities and Weaknefles, and then thou wilt not 
abound in cenfuring others. It was the Fault of Jol's® 
Friends, they wou*d needs ſtep into God's Thron 
and declare him an Hypocrite, and this the Lord 
wou'd not pardon until the Lord ſends em to de- 
fire Fob to pray for em. Job 42. 
From the Words thus opened we obſerve this 
Doctrine, That | 5 | ET: | 
Chriſtian Brethren who excel in Gifts, and Grace 
fhou'd with all Tenderneſs and Meekneſs of Spirit 
endeavour to reſtore their offending weak Fellow- 
Chriftians. 9885 SE 
There is Difference in the Society of Chriſtians, 
all the Children of the Family are not of a Bigneſs, 
and fo ſhou'd be dealt withall according to thei 
State? 1 3 
I. We fhall indeavour to ſhew, What it is to be 
overtaken in a Fault. 200 * | 
H. What Faults may Chriſtians be overtaken 
withall. = 
III. How fuch may be reſtor d. 
IV. Speak ſomething of the Nature of Meekneſs. 
1. What it is be to overtaken in a Fault. 
Its ſuppos'd: here, that Chriſtians are not faultleſs, 
Thoſe that talk of Perfection in this Life, talk with- 
out Book; Chriſtians muſt expect to meet with 
Faults one in another, tho ſometimes they do not 
{ce them, they are Faults which they may be over- 
taken wich, thro! Ignorance, Inexperience, or Inad- 
vertency; ſometimes they are ſurpris'd into the 
Commiſſion of ſome Sins, or the Omiſſion of ſome 
Duty, which otherwiſe upon deliberation they wou d 
not have been guilty of; there are Inſtances of this, 
in ſome of the Scripture-Worthies, as that of 
Alralam in denying. his Wife; and David's Un- 
5 . truths 
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3. The great Duty of Chriſtians. 


txuths which we hear more than once of; he begs of 
God to removę from him the Way of Lying, that 
he might not frame and make Lies; and we find 
that he did not ſtand to excuſe himſelf, but pray'd 
againſt it; we alſo heard of his Refolution to be 
reveng'd upon Nabal, and yet we ſee how thank- 
ful he was afterwards, when he was delivered 
from the Temptation, #þd his Paſſion; and then 
when we do, not watch againſt the . peculiar 
Diſadvantage of our natural Temper, which it's 
ſuppos d every one knows, and yet thro Unwatch- 
fulneſs we are ſometimes overcome; as when per- 
ſons knaw, if they be in ſuch Company, and ſuch 
Ways, they are in danger to be ſurpris d; but we 
muſt have 4 care we do not indulge, or excuſe our 
ſelves in this; and ſo for paſſionate Perſons to ſay, 
It is my: natural; emper, but the more Care ſhou'd 
be taken. o leſiſt i And then again, when per- 
Tons are .over.reach'd by the cunning Sleights of 
the Devil, who is not only too hard many times 
for. young · Chriſtians, but-ſometimes/'for old ones 
too; and who is there, but is at one Time, or other, 
overtaken by him, and ſurpris'd into a Neglect of 
uty, or Unbelicf, Ge. FD, 
2. What 
21835 
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to their Offending Brethren. 9 
Sins; it's meet we ſhou'd reflect upon our ſelves in 
this Caſe, and conſider our Condition, and our 
Callings, and dread that Calling, that joins iſſue with 
our own Iniquityʒ and know this, that the true Evi- 
dence of our Sincerity, is to withſtand, and op- 
poſe our own Iniquity, and not to make Proviſion 
for it; ſome are inclin'd to Exceſs, others abound 
in Words; and Solomon telF us, in the Multitude of 
Words, there wants not Sin; others are inclin'd to 
Dulneſs and Sloth ; others to Paſſion, and thieſe-ex- 
poſe Perſons to great Diſadvantages, - --5.7 7 
3. The third thing is to ſhew, how ſuch -an one 
may be reſtor'd, thus overtaken in a Fault, and what 
it is to reſtore him.. li: GR 
Anſ. Not by Rage, falling upon him with our 
own Paſſion; if they have offended God, we ſhou'd 
carry with Meekneſs towards em; for the Wrath 
of Man worketh not the Righteouſneſs of God; 
And if they be on fire let us beware of blowing the 
Coals. If we have to do with wicked Perfons, we 
muſt bring no railing Words, nor bitter Words, 
for theſe ſtir up Strife, and this is not the way to do 
good to the Souls and Spirits of others. Would we 
work others to a humble, and meek Frame; We muſt 
get into this Frame our ſelves; get into an humble 
and meek Temper, and this will be the way to make 
others ſo; therefore let us pray earneſtly for a right 
Frame of Spirit, even for that Wiſdom that is pure, 
and peaceable, and gentle &c. Altho' the World 
reckon this Wiſdom to be Folly. en e 
But more particular 
1. We ſhou'd take fit Seaſons for this Work; thoſe 
who ſet Joints, do uſually take the fitteſt Time for 
doing it, not to be overlong; every thing is beau- 
tiful in it's Seaſon ; and when we go about this 
Work, we muſt be very careful, and tender of the 
| Repuraion of our Brother, and tell him of his Fail- 
ing to himſelf alone, and not to others. And, 
ſecondly, do it with gentle, and mild Expreſſions, 
5 | mentioning 
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mentioning our own Failings, and be ſure to uſe all 
Tenderneſs, that ſo in endeavouring to ſer one Joint, 
we do not put out another; and here we muſt 
take heed of two Extreams, either deifying or damn- 
ing, this argues great Weakneſs. Take heed of de- 
termining Perfons States, either to themſelves, or 
behind their Backs; and alſo beware of adding to 
their Trouble, leſt they be ſwallowed up of too much 
Sorrow. | | 

2- Do notput the worſt Senſe upon every Word, 
and Carriage of theirs, for this & contrary to the 
Rule; Charity, faith the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 1 3. 7. beareth 
all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth 
all things : Perſons in Paſſion, uſually think that eve- 
ry thing looks like themſelves. 

3. Take heed of Surmiſings, and Suſpitions, or at 
leaſt founding a Charge upon theſe. » 

4. The Manner of doing it, and that is, with all 
Meekneſs. There's a Natural Meckneſs, which is 
diſcernable from Evangelical Meekneſs in ſome per- 
ſons, who axe of a more cool Spirit than others; and 
ſuch haye a great Advantage of them in this Work. 
Maſes had this, but he had the Grace of Meekneſs, 
or elſe his natural Meekneſs wou'd not have held 
our, as we fee in that Inſtance, Numb. 20. 10. at the 
Waters of Meribah. The Grace of Meekneſs is of 
admirable Uſe, even the Meekneſs of Chriſt; It's 
the Ornament of both Sexes; Luther ſaith, Magi- 
ſtrates, and Miniſters ſhou'd tuck. up their Sleeves, 
and learn by the Example of Chriſt, to waſh the 
Diſciples Feet; but ſays he, Inſtead of waſhing off 
the Filth of the Feer of the Diſciples, we many times 
throw all the Dirt in the Streetin their Faces; which 
is very ſad; we ſhou'd rather go backwards as did 
Noah's Sons, to cover them with a Mantle of Love. 
There's a Meckneſs of Education, Zeph. 2. 3. Seek ye 
the Lord, all ye meek of the Earth, ſeek righteouſneſs, 
ſeek meekneſs. Profeſſors will never be wiſe until 
they get into this Grace. But ſays one, I am abu- 
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the Men in 


World?? Thou art: abuſed By o- 
thers; What 


n wilt thou abuſe thy ſelf? Another 


takes away thy good Name; Wile thou 5 
and the 


Patience after it? The Loſs of thy Patience, 

Venting of thy Paſſion, will prove like a Stab at thy 
Heart, when the Lord ſets it Home; others offend' 
thee, and thou offendſt Gcd: This is the Caſe, when. 
others do thee an Injury, thou wilt wound thy ſelf 
more. But ſome will ask, What this Grace of Meek. 
neſs is, whereby we may reftore our weak and fall'n, 
Brother? Anſ. Meekneſs or Patience is a Grace of 
the Spirit of God, whereby the Soul, from the Ap- 
prehenſion of the Mercy of God; in and thro* Chriſt 
is enabled, inwardly: and outwardly, to bear Inju- 
ries and Reproaches, and Sufferings from Men, and 
ſo to demean ir ſelf as becomes one that has 
taſted the Love and Mercy of God, in his pardoning 
Grace; the more any Perſon' has experienc'd the 
great Love and Tenderneſs of God, in forgiving Sin, 
the more ready will they be to forgive others. Why 
ſtand we reckoning upon our Pence, when the Lord 
has forgiven us Pounds? 


Of the Nature of this Meekneſs, which is op- 
poled to Haſtineſs of Spirit. It is a Grace of Conſi- 


deration and Deliberation ; and fo it is oppos d to 


Fretfulneſs. Pſa. 37. 1. Fret not thy ſelf, in any wiſe, 
to do Evil. And it is alſo: oppos'd to Malice; Let 
not the Sun go down upon thy Wrath. And to Re- 
venge, which is Malice boiling over. Epb. 4. 31. 
32. Let all Bitterneſs, and Wrath, and Anger, and 
Clamour, and evil Speaking, be put away, with all Ma- 
lice ; and be kind one to another, tender-hearted, forgi- 


ving one another, as God, for Chriſt's Sake, hath forgiven 


vou. If we keep Anger a while in our Breaſts, it will 
ſoar into Malice; ſuch cannot ſenſe the Love of God, 


nor 
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ſed;.and who can bear ſuch Injuries; you ſpealt 
of! Meekneſs, but you underſtand not my Caſe; 
1 am abus'd in ſuch a Manner as never was. 
Asnſ. Haſt thou been: abuſed more than our Lord 
Jeſus was ? or, Doſt thou know the Caſes of all 


| The Great Duty of Chriſtians « + 
nor pray as they ought; they cannot lift up holy 
Hands, with Wrath and Malice in their Hearts. And 
to ſhew a little what this meek Spirits incluſive of; 
and, firſt, There is included in it a forgiving Spirit, 
and bleſſed are they of the Lord that know. what ĩt is, 
and live in the Practice of it, Day by Day. There 
is a Forgiving, not only in Word, hu even as G 
fog ves, who does forget, and remember no more; 
vez, and to forgive all, we muſt not remem- 
ber any ſpiteful Word, or wry+ Look: Thou 
that expects an univerſal Pardon, thou muſt for- 
give univerſally, as thou wouldſt be forgiven of 
God, who multiplies to pardon. Pſa, 103. 3. Wha 
pardons ak thy Sins, and healeth all Diſeaſes, Matth. 
18. 21. Our Lord, in Anſwer to Peter's Queſtion, 
How oft ſhall I forgive my Brother until ſeven Times? 
I [ag/not\ynto thee until ſeven Times, but until ſeventy 
Times ſewen. And what is the Argument of it, even 
becauſe our God doth abundantly pardon; and we 
muſt not only pardon them, ſo as not to do em any 
Hurt, but we muſt do em all the Good we can vi 
we muſt overcome Evil with Good, and in ſo doing, 
we;ſhall be like the Children of qur Heavenly Father. 
Do others do: what they can to expoſe our Repura- 
tion; Let us do what we can to preſerve theirs. 
And; further, conſider we are Brethten; and ſhall 
the Father love us, and ſhall not we love one another. 
This was the Argument that Abraham uſed with Lot, 
Let there be no Strife betwixt us, for we are Brethren : 
And there is a great deal in this Argument, to re- 
member we are Brethren ; and if Nature teach us to 
bear with our Relations, Grace ſhou'd, much more, 
where the Relation is much higher. Do we expect 
to live in Heaven together, and cannot we agree 
here in the Way? If the Saints be capable of Grief 
in Heaven, twill be upon this Account, That they 
did no more for Chriſt, and that they did no more 
for heir Chriſtian Brethren... n. 
And then here's the Motive; Conſider -thy ' ſelf, 
tho thou art not found failing in ſuch a Mater, yet, 
10 it 
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it may be, thou art failing in other Things, in 

not ſo viſible ; and if thou carry, it, rigidly owa 

thy offending Brother, the Lord may ſuffer, thee to 
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afe 

fail in the like anger.  \.0 0 6 
Appl. The firſt Uſe we are to make of this Do- 

Arine is, That we are not to expect to find faultleſs 


Chriſtains here below; there is, and will be, Dif- 
ference betwixt the Church Militant and Trium- 


phant; we know but in Part. The Apoſtle, ſpeak- 


ing to the believing Corinthians, ſays, Are you not 
- Carnal, and walk as Men? When they fail'd in their 


Duty towards one another. Oh that we cou'd take 


up a Lamentation upon this Account! 1 Cor, 3. 


2. Chriſtians Faults differ from others. They are 


* overtaken with Faults ; their Spots are not ſuch as 


Others. 


n 
» 


But you'll ſay, How ſhall we know the Difference ? 
Anſ. Canſt thou deliberately take Delight in act- 


ing of Sin that thou art ſurpris d into. I know this 


may be fenced on all Hands. Rom. 7. 14. The Apo- 
ſtle hated what ſometime he did, and yet complains 
he was carnal, ſold under Sin. A ſad Word. When 


thou art ſurpris'd into the Act of Sin, doſt thou de- 


liberate upon it, or doſt thou abhor it? The Sin of 
David was Lying, not with deliberate Thought. If 
a Man be good, he cannot be conſtant in the Ap- 


probation of any Fault. And then again, further, 


Conſider, that Perſons, as their Tempers, ſo, many 
times their Temptations are; ſuch as are of a for- 
ward violent Temper, oh how doth Satan puſh em 
on, as he did Peter. Further, conſider, Doſt thou 
conſent to Sin, doſt thou tamely give way to it with- 
out Reluctancy of thy Will; or is there not a 
Diſaffection, or Diſinclinedneſs to that which thou 
haſt a Temptation to? How ſtands thy Heart to the 
firſt Motions of Sin? Doſt thou roul under all thy 
Imaginations, the Thoughts of Sin, or doſt thou 
loath them? A Needle that's touch'd with; a Load- 
fone, will always tend towands the Center; and fo 
it is with thee : If thou art overtaken in a Fault, 


thay 
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7g © Tye great, Duty of Chriſtians 1 
- thon goeſt trembling to God, through the Name 
1 and Mediation of Chriſt, for Healing, and docſt not 
| delight in the Thoughts of it. It's ſad to think how 
1 long David lay under the Guilt of his Sin; and yet 
| | at laſt he cries our, O Lord, create in me a clean heart, 
| = and renew a right ſpirit within me; Pſal. 51. A true 
11 8 Believer, one that is a truly enliven'd Chriſtian, when 
he is ſarpris'd into a Fault, is more offended with 
himſelt, than any other can be; upon the breaking 
out of any Sin he is grie vd, and doth bewail it before 
the Lord with hearty Cries; and, as the Apoſtle be- 
ſought the Lord thrice, i. e. often, and at laſt re- 
ivd an Anſwer, ſo doth a gracious Soul, under 
thoſe Temptations and Buffetings of Satan, which 

he is aſſaulted withal ; and ſuch will be ſo much the 
more careful and watchful for the future, as know- 
ing their grand Adverſary go:s abouc continually 
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' '| watching to inſnare them ; and therefore they ſhou'd 
| 1 eſpecially beware of Paſſion, and of being overcome 
1 with Drunkenneſs, either in one kind or other. 


1 Take heed of Haſtineſs of Spirit. As the Pſalmiſt, 

wtf 73. Pſal.22. So fooliſh was I; I was. as a Beaſt ; when 

| he ſaid in his Heart, That all Men are Liars, and 

if that he had cleans'd his Heart in vain, 

if | Laaſtly, Take heed of Raſhneſs and Inconſiderate- 

| | | neſs, and rake Advice from others, that thou mayſt 
| 


be kept from the Paths of the Deſtroyer ; and take 
the Counſel of the wiſeſt Man, even to ponder the 
'J Paths of thy Feet, that all thy Ways may be eſta- 
1 bliſh'd, Prov. 4. And if thou fall through Infirmity, 
l 1 yet make haſte to riſe and return, leſt thy Back- 
5 ſliding prove perpetual. Vhy is this people lidden 
back, by a perpetual batkſliding, Jer. 8. 5. 

Here follow ſome Enquiries, with reſpect to the 
ſpecial Ordinance before us, which may, thro' the 
Bleiſing of God, be of great Uſe, in helping us to 
a right Frame, in order to our Preparation to the 
Lord's Supper. | ” | 

Great Care ſhou'd be taken by Chriſtians who do 
-approach to the Lord's Table, that they be nor guilty 
| 4 
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they examine themſelves, and ſeriouſly and fincerely 
put theſe Queſtions following to themſelves, © 


Have we been made duly ſenſible of, 8 
bled for our former Sacramental Pollutions, and 


look'd a little narowly into our Hearts, and endea- 
vour'd to find the Leaven that remains in them? 
For it's poſſible that it may be there for a long Time ; 
and therefore, to quicken us to a greater Diligence 
in our ſearching our Hearts, conſider what it is that 
makes us afraid and unwilling to dye, and that may 
be it that brings us ſo unwillingly to the Lord's 
Table ; and hear what Conſcience replies to this, 
Ask our ſelves, what ſerious, frequent, and heart- 


affecting Thoughts of Chriſt, and his dying Love, 
wie have had at or ſince our laſt being before the 
Lord at his Table? And whether we have not been 


more forgetful of him ſince, and fo run into our 
old Courſe of Sin? or, Whether we have behav'd our 
ſelves like confirmed Chriſtians ? and further, Have 
not liv'd in Envy, Malice, Bitterneſs, Evil-Speaking, 
and Back-biting ? Ask our ſelves alſo, Whether we 
have not been ſenſual, living only to our ſelves, 
and thereby griev'd the Spirit of God, and quench'd 
his Motions? And then again, Have we not been 
inordinate in our Affections, as to the Things of 
this World, and too much concern'd about em. and 


ſet our Hearts upon em? Again, Have I not in 


my Mirth and Jollicy forgot my crucifi d Redeemer ; 
and have I not careleſſy and ſlothfully attended upon 
God, both in publick and private Duties, and have 
not been overcome with Paſſion, not ſtudying the 
Meekneſs of Chriſt, or been at reſt until I could find 


my Spirit reconcil'd to my offended Brother; or 


have I not thro' my Miſcarriages occafion'd the good 
Ways of God to be evil ſpoken of and reproach'd 
thro' my perſonal and family Diſorders 2 Have I 
been relatively ſuitable ro my Profeſſion, and been 
watchfal over my Heart, keeping it with all Dili- 
gence? Have I mourned for my own Sins, and the 
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Bol nie 11 Nebel. Prov. 2 23. 17. och, Che 
Children of God; If we put ihe ſe Queſtions to Our 
Souls, in good Earneſt, they may be of great Adyan- 
| tage to us, in order to our Help in this Breat.\ Work 
a of frting us for this holy Appoiniment. 
] And then, as to our Afflictions, that the Lord 
1 hath” exercisd us with. Have. we got 'Benefic* by. 


1 

Ah them? Is Sin thereby made bitter? Is (elf more 
1 vile? Is Chriſt more preciaus, and Ordinances more. 
Wi 1. ſweet? fs the Communion of Saints more pleaſant, 
| "= and:defirable to us, and our Spirits more meckened;.. 


| and have we ſeen the peaccable Fruits of Righteauſ- 
"4 neſs afterwards? And ſo like wiſe as to our Mercies 
| which we have received, fince our laſt appearin 
1} before the Lord at his Table; are our Hearts ebf 
1 to run the Ways of God «Commandments? Or hath . 


We might multiply into many more, but by dh 
we may receive ſome Help in this great Duty o 
of Self- Examination; and therefore let's preſs iheſe 
. Things upon our Hearts; for if we let Matters run on 
. 100 fax, it will make us afraid to look into our 
Nl Hearts; and therefore we ſhou'd, inure our ſelves to 
ms this Work, being we are to car our Paſſover with bitter 
| Herbs; therefore let our Care and Diligence at pre- 
ſent be, to ſer our ſelves with an earneſt A pplication , 
#2 rothis-Preparatory Work, that thereby we may evi- 
1 dence; thac we are gy 168 for former Jeg 
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| not the World got further room in our Hearts 7 


5 
1 4 . HEY x 2 5 % 
ö 33 5 8 
2 E Up wth, 
5; 0 3 
N oo „ 
% = "yy 4 * ö 
% 
«4, 75 22 
lars. - 34 
2 CA 
: 
EY $ I 


f] 
4 


| * =. 


